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God is not a Christian: and other provocations/Desmond Tutu; 
John Allen 

In this collection of Desmond Tutu's most historic and controversial speeches and 

writings, we witness his unique career of provoking the powerful and confronting 

the world in order to protect the oppressed, the poor, and other victims of injustice. 

Renowned first for his courageous opposition to apartheid in South Africa, he and 

his ministry soon took on international dimensions. Rooted in his faith and in the 

values embodied in the African spirit of ubuntu, Tutu's uncompromising vision of a 

shared humanity has compelled him to speak out, even in the face of violent 

opposition and virulent criticism, against political injustice and oppression, 

religious fundamentalism, and the persecution of minorities. Tutu's hopeful, 

timeless messages become increasingly necessary and powerful with each 

passing year. Arranged by theme and introduced with historical context by Tutu's 

biographer, John Allen.--From publisher description. 237  pages.   

http://www.worldcat.org/title/god-is-not-a-christian-and-other-

provocations/oclc/667213255&referer=brief_results 

 

Telling Pacific Lives: prisms of progress/edited by Brij V. Lal & 
Vicki Luker  

"This volume of essays is an exploration of the way in which scholars from 

different disciplines, standpoints and theoretical orientations attempt to write life 

stories in the Pacific. It is the product of a conference organised by the Division of 

Pacific and Asian History at The Australian National University in December 2005. 

The aim of the conference was to explore ways in which Pacific lives are read and 

constructed through a variety of media: films, fiction, faction, history under four 

overarching themes. The first, Framing Lives, sought to explore various ways of 

constructing a life from a classic western perspective of birth, formation, 

experiences and death of an individual to other ways, for example, life as 

secondary to a longer genealogical entity, life as a symbol of collective 

experience, individual lives captured and fragmented in a mosaic of others, lives 

made meaningful by their implication in a particular historical or cultural web, the 

underlying values and world views that inform one or another approach to framing 

a life. The second theme, the Stuff of Life, looked at materials, methods and 

collaborative arrangements with which the biographer, autobiographer and 

recorder work, their objectives, constraints, inspirations, challenges and tricks. The 

third section, Story Lines, focused on formats and genres such as edited diaries, 

collections of writings, voice recordings, genres of biography autobiography, truth 

and fiction (verse, dance, novels) and the varieties and different advantages of 

narrative shapes that crystallise the telling of a life. The final section, Telling 

Lives/Changing Lives, focused on biography/autobiography and the 

consciousness of identity, history, purpose, lives as witness and windows, telling 

lives as change for those involved in the tale, the telling, the listening. The overall 

aim was to bring out both the generic or universal challenges of telling lives as well 

as to highlight the particular tendencies and trends in the Pacific. Yet these four 

themes, which seemed analytically promising at the outset, proved in practice 

difficult to disentangle from the presentations at the workshop". 301 pages. 

http://www.worldcat.org/title/telling-pacific-lives-prisms-of 

process/oclc/271844733&referer=brief_results 



Pacific Theological College—New Books September 2012 

 

Academic writing for graduate students: essential tasks and 
skills/John M. Swales and Christine B. Feak 

The second edition of this successful guide to writing for graduate-and 

undergraduate-students has been modified to include updates and replacements 

of older data sets; an increased range of disciplines with tasks such as nursing, 

marketing, and art history; discussions of discourse analysis; a broader discussion 

of e-mail use that includes current e-mail practices.  

Like its predecessor, this edition of Academic Writing for Graduate Students" 

" explains understanding the intended audience, the purpose of the paper, and 

academic genres. 

" includes the use of task-based methodology, analytic group discussion, and 

genre consciousness-raising. 

" shows how to write summaries and critiques. 

" features "language focus" sections that address linguistic elements as they affect 

the wider rhetorical objectives. 

" helps students position themselves as junior scholars in their academic 

communities.  331 pages. 

http://www.fishpond.com.au/Books/Academic-Writing-for-Graduate-Students-

John-Swales-Christine-B-Feak/9780472088560 

 

 

Disturbing History: Resistance in Early Colonial Fiji/Robert 
Nicole 

Disturbing History focuses on Fiji’s people and their agency in responding to and 

engaging the multifarious forms of authority and power that were manifest in the 

colony from 1874 to 1914. By concentrating on the lives of ordinary Fijians, the 

book presents alternate ways of reconstructing the island’s past. Couched in the 

traditions of social, subaltern, and people’s histories, the study is an excavation of 

a large mass of material that tells the often moving stories of lives that have 

largely been overlooked by historians. These challenge conventional historical 

accounts that tend to celebrate the nation, represent Fiji’s colonial experience as 

ordered and peaceful, or British tutelage as benevolent. In its contribution to 

postcolonial theory, Disturbing History reveals resistance as a constant but partial 

and untidy mix of other constituents such as collaboration, consent, appropriation, 

and opportunism, which together form the colonial landscape. In turn, colonialism 

in Fiji is shown as a force shaped in struggle, fractured and often fragile, with a 

presence and application in the daily lives of people that was often chaotic, 

imperfect, and susceptible to subversion.  

The book divides the period of study into two broad categories: organized 

resistance and everyday forms of resistance. The first examines the Colo War 

(1876), the Tuka Movement (1878–1891), the Seaqaqa War (1894), the 

Movement for Federation with New Zealand (1901–1903), the Viti Kabani 

Movement (1913–1917), and the various organized labor protests. The second 

half of the book addresses resistance manifested in the villages and plantations, 

including tax and land boycotts, violence and retributive justice, avoidance protest, 

petitioning, and women’s resistance. In their entirety these forms reveal a complex 

web of relationships between powerful and subordinate groups and among 

subordinate groups themselves. The author concludes that resistance cannot be 

framed as a totality but as a multilayered and multidimensional reality. In the wake 

of Fiji’s present volatile climate, this book will aid readers in understanding the 

continuities and disjunctures in Fiji’s interethnic and intraethnic relations.  298 

pages.   

http://www.uhpress.hawaii.edu/p-5768-9780824832919.aspx 



Pacific Theological College—New Books September 2012 

 

Form, Macht, Differenz : Motive und Felder ethnologischen 
Forschens/Elfriede Hermann, Karin Klenke, Michael Dickhardt 
(Hg) 

Kulturelle Formen inmitten von Machtverhältnissen mit Blick auf Differenz zu 

untersuchen ist ein häufiges Ziel ethnologischen Forschens von Genderstudien zu 

den kulturellen Dimensionen der Körperlichkeit, von der materiellen Kultur zum 

musealen Objekt, von der Architektur zur kulturellen Räumlichkeit, vom Ritual zur 

Staatskultur, von der Dorfstudie zu den Verflechtungen der globalisierten Welt. In 

all diesen Feldern tauchen Form, Macht und kulturelle Differenz als Motiv immer 

wieder auf, doch sie tun dies nicht in einer klar bestimmbaren Konfiguration. 

Vielmehr gehen Form, verstanden als innere Fügung und äußere Gestalt, Macht, 

verstanden als äußerliches restriktives Instrument und innerliches produktives 

Strukturierungsprinzip, und kulturelle Differenz, verstanden als identitätsstiftendes 

Moment und als identitätspolitische Ressource, in und durch ihre Polyvalenzen 

immer wieder neue Verbindungen miteinander ein. Die Texte dieses Bandes 

stammen aus verschiedenen Feldern ethnologischen Forschens, in denen sich die 

genannten Fragen zum Zusammenhang von Form, Macht und Differenz stellen. In 

den einzelnen Kapiteln wird je ein Begriff in seinem Verhältnis zu den beiden 

anderen in den Mittelpunkt gestellt. Entsprechend nähern sich die Beiträge in 

diesem Buch der Komplexität dieser Relationen aus verschiedenen regionalen 

und thematischen Perspektiven. Dieses Vorgehen spiegelt eine besondere 

ethnologische Perspektive wider, die weniger durch Begriffe wie Form, Macht und 

Differenz an und für sich ausgedrückt wird, als vielmehr durch die besondere Art, 

wie diese Begriffe in ihrer Relation zueinander beleuchtet werden. Dies beinhaltet 

die Anerkennung der Diversität kultureller und gesellschaftlicher Formen als 

Ausgangspunkt des verstehenden Erklärens menschlicher Praxis ebenso wie die 

empirische Begründung in der Feldforschung im Modus der teilnehmenden 

Beobachtung, die kulturvergleichende Betrachtung und die methodische Nutzung 

der Fremdheitserfahrung. Deshalb bildet Feldforschung als Praxis von Form, 

Macht und Differenz einen besonderen Schwerpunkt dieses Bandes. Sie ist seit 

über 35 Jahren die große Leidenschaft von Brigitta Hauser-Schäublin, der dieser 

Band gewidmet ist.  406 pages. 

http://goedoc.uni-goettingen.de/goescholar/handle/1/5120  

 

War and the American Difference: Theological Reflections on 
Violence and National Identity/Stanley Hauerwas 

How are American identity and America's presence in the world shaped by war, 

and what does God have to do with it? In this compelling volume, Stanley 

Hauerwas helps readers reflect theologically on war, church, justice, and 

nonviolence, exploring such issues as how America depends on war for its 

identity, how war affects the soul of a nation, the sacrifices that war entails, and 

why war is considered "necessary," especially in America. He also examines the 

views of nonviolence held by Martin Luther King Jr. and C. S. Lewis, how Jesus 

constitutes the justice of God, and the relationship between congregational 

ministry and Christian formation in America. Students and teachers of Christian 

theology and ethics, American church history, and American cultural studies will 

value this work.  188 pages. 

http://www.bakeracademic.com/ME2/Audiences/dirmod.asp?sid=0477683E40464

71488BD7BAC8DCFB004&nm=&type=PubCom&mod=PubComProductCatalog&

mid=BF1316AF9E334B7BA1C33CB61CF48A4E&tier=3&id=93AB4464CCB44258

AE55D5584A04817D 
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Changing contexts, shifting meanings: transformations of 
cultural traditions in Oceania/edited by Elfriede Hermann 

This book sheds new light on processes of cultural transformation at work in 

Oceania and analyzes them as products of interrelationships between culturally 

created meanings and specific contexts. In a series of inspiring essays, noted 

scholars of the region examine these interrelationships for insight into how cultural 

traditions are shaped on an ongoing basis. 

The collection marks a turning point in the debate on the conceptualization of 

tradition. Following a critique of how tradition has been viewed in terms of 

dichotomies like authenticity vs. inauthenticity, contributors stake out a novel 

perspective in which tradition figures as context-bound articulation. This makes it 

possible to view cultural traditions as resulting from interactions between people—

their ideas, actions, and objects—and the ambient contexts. Such interactions are 

analyzed from the past down to the Oceanian present—with indigenous agency 

being highlighted. The work focuses first on early encounters, initially between 

Pacific Islanders themselves and later with the European navigators of the late 

eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, to clarify how meaningful actions and 

contexts interrelated in the past. The present-day memories of Pacific Islanders 

are examined to ask how such memories represent encounters that occurred long 

ago and how they influenced the social, political, economic, and religious changes 

that ensued. Next, contributors address ongoing social and structural interactions 

that social actors enlist to shape their traditions within the context of globalization 

and then the repercussions that these intersections and intercultural exchanges of 

discourses and practices are having on active identity formation as practiced by 

Pacific Islanders. Finally, two authorities on Oceania—who themselves move in 

the intersecting space between anthropology and history—discuss the essays and 

add their own valuable reflections.  365 pages. 

http://www.uhpress.hawaii.edu/p-8565-9780824833664.aspx 

 

The nonviolent atonement/ J. Denny Weaver 

A provocative study that cuts to the very heart of Christian thought, The Nonviolent 

Atonement challenges the traditional, Anselmian understanding of atonement -- 

along with the assumption that heavenly justice depends on Christ's passive, 

innocent submission to violent death at the hands of a cruel God. Instead J. Denny 

Weaver offers a thoroughly nonviolent paradigm for understanding atonement, 

grounded in the New Testament and sensitive to the concerns of Pacifist, black, 

feminist, and womanist theology. 

While many scholars have engaged the subject of violence in atonement theology, 

Weaver's Nonviolent Atonement is the only book that offers a radically new theory 

rather than simply refurbishing existing theories. Key features of this revised and 

updated second edition include new material on Paul and Anselm, expanded 

discussion on the development of violence in theology, interaction with recent 

scholarship on atonement, and response to criticisms of Weaver's original work.  

346 pages. 

http://www.eerdmans.com/Products/6437/the-nonviolent-atonement-second-

edition.aspx 
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Tala Fa'asolopito o le Ekalesia Fa'apotopotoga a le Atua i Samoa 
(Assemblies of God, AOG) i Amerika Samoa/Fini Aitaoto 

A comprehensive history of the Assemblies of God church in American 

Samoa. O le tala'aga o le tapuaiga o le Fa'apotopotoga a le Atua i Samoa - 

Amerika Samoa.  85 pages 

http://www.scribd.com/doc/93462034/Tala-Fa-asolopito-o-le-Ekalesia-Fa-

apotopotoga-a-le-Atua-i-Samoa-Assemblies-of-God-AOG-i-Amerika-Samoa 

 

Biblical hermeneutics: toward a theory of reading as the 
production of meaning/J. Severino Croatto; translated from the 
Spanish by Robert R. Barr 

Croatto summarizes differing methods and approaches to biblical interpretation 

and analyzes their strengths and weaknesses, He briefly describes the discipline 

of hermeneutics, encapsulated in three aspects of interpretation: the primacy of 

text, the reader’s preunderstanding of the text, and the enlargement of the text 

through its reading. Semiotics and linguistics are also discussed, as is the mode of 

origination to texts (from event to word to “new word”. Or re-reading).  94 pages. 

 

 

Towards understanding Indian society/Gabriele Dietrich & Bas 
Wielenga 

This book is based on class and group-work with students as well as activists and 

is divided into 3 parts.  

Part one deals with the need and different approaches in social analysis, the 

framework for analysis and the different types of society.   

Part two deals with the analysis of Indian society.   

Part three deals with the perspectives and issues in the process of social 

transformation.   284 pages. 
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The uses of argument/Stephen E. Toulmin 

A central theme throughout the impressive series of philosophical books and articles 

Stephen Toulmin has published since 1948 is the way in which assertions and 

opinions concerning all sorts of topics, brought up in everyday life or in academic 

research, can be rationally justified. Is there one universal system of norms, by 

which all sorts of arguments in all sorts of fields must be judged, or must each sort of 

argument be judged according to its own norms? In The Uses of Argument (1958) 

Toulmin sets out his views on these questions for the first time. In spite of initial 

criticisms from logicians and fellow philosophers, The Uses of Argument has been 

an enduring source of inspiration and discussion to students of argumentation from 

all kinds of disciplinary background for more than forty years.  247 pages.   

http://www.cambridge.org/gb/knowledge/isbn/item1150688/?site_locale=en_GB 

 

Jesus of Galilee: contextual christology for the 21st century/ 
Robert Lassalle-Klein. 

Catholic theologians from around the world explore what it means to be a follower of 

Jesus of Galilee in the twenty-first century. 

 

Pope Benedict XVI has posed the following question to Catholic scholars: “What has 

Jesus really brought . . . if he has not brought world peace, universal prosperity, and 

a better world?” In response, theologians from around the globe gathered in Galilee 

to dialogue about the significance of Jesus today. The resulting essays reflect on the 

significance and understanding of the historical Jesus for communities in Latin 

America, Europe, Nigeria, Korea, Mexico, and the U.S., including Korean Americans, 

Hispanic/Latino Americans, African Americans, and Euro-Americans.  276 pages. 

http://www.maryknollsocietymall.org/description.cfm?ISBN=978-1-57075-915-4  

 

Scripture: a very theological proposal/ Angus Paddison 

To identify the biblical texts as 'Scripture' is to make a series of specific claims 

about this text: that it is drawn into the activity of the triune God of Israel; that its 

ultimate destination is the worshipping church; and that it has a ministry in shaping 

Christian thinking and acting.  

Scripture: A Very Theological Proposal advances that the resources for 

reading Scripture, understanding its claims, and acting upon them will be found by 

looking to the church's life and doctrines. Reading Scripture with a host of 

theologians, Paddison proposes a hermeneutic appropriate to reading Scripture 

both as divine address and the book of the church. The book positions itself by 

resisting accounts in which Scripture's relationship to God and its life within the 

church are understood competitively, as if the more we attend to one the less we 

are attending to the other. Chapters further explore a doctrine of Scripture and the 

relationship of ethics, doctrine, and preaching to Scripture. A final chapter asks, 

can, or should, Scripture be read in the university?   170 pages. 

http://www.continuumbooks.com/books/detail.aspx?BookId=132535&SearchType

=Basic  
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Dream travelers: sleep experiences and culture in the western 
Pacific/edited by Roger Ivar Lohmann 

In Dreams, Part of the Self Seems to Wander Off to Undertake both mundane 

tasks and marvelous adventures. Anthropologistshave found that many peoples 

take this experience of dreaming at face value, assuming that their spirits 

literallyleave the body to travel, meet other spirits, and acquire valuable knowledge 

-- with dramatic consequences forrelationships, social organization, and religions. 

This book is about Melanesian, Aboriginal Australian, and Indonesianpeoples who 

hold this assumption. Several leading anthropologists contribute theoretically and 

ethnographicallyrich chapters showing that attention to these peoples' dream lives 

deeply enhances our understanding of their culturesand waking lives as well.    

246 pages. 

http://www.textbooks.com/ISBN/9781403963307/Roger-Ivar-Lohmann/Dream-

Travelers-Sleep-Experiences-and-Culture-in-the-Western-Pacific_-

_1403963304.php 

 


